
PROJECT TITLE: Day Mark Lighthouse 
DESCRIPTION: A lighthouse with stripes is 
important for sailors so they can see it during 
the day.  Use the brief description on page 
three to introduce the concept & project.  

TIME TO COMPLETE: Two sessions 
MATERIALS NEEDED: Template, 
watercolor or acrylic paint & brushes, 
white card stock, brown paper, (craft or 
paper bag) for tearing into rock shapes,  
scissors, glue, gloves 

#1 Each participant will need a copy of the 
lighthouse template or they can draw their 
own. Instruct them to paint the stripes 
without the windows a color of their choice 
and leave the remaining stripes white. 

#2 Use gold glitter or gold craft paper to show 
where the large light would be located. When 
dry, cut out the lighthouse. 

#3 Use a piece of white card stock and water 
color paints to create the background. The 
background can be a mountain scene or a 
bright blue sky with a few clouds. Allow time 
to dry. 

 
 
 
 
 

Note: there are beautiful images of 
lighthouses on the internet that can be 
downloaded and printed to use in place of the 
template. Using a pre-printed image would 
turn this project into a “Day Mark Lighthouse 
Collage.” 

 
 
 

#4 Glue the lighthouse onto the card stock.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#5 Using brown paper tear shapes of large 
rocks, what we would see on a rocky shore, 
and glue those to the bottom of the painting. 

#6 Display the completed painting of the day 
mark lighthouse on a photo stand or in a 
frame. 
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Note: skip this step and use sky  blue 
card stock. 





What is a Day Mark Lighthouse? 

• A day mark lighthouse is painted in a unique way. 
• The stripes or shapes are used by sailors to locate and distinguish 

lighthouses during the daylight hours.  
• These markings help the sailor to identify the lighthouse from the 

background. What do you think would happen if this lighthouse was 
painted green or brown? Day marks consist of markings on the 
lighthouse tower itself in the form of spirals, diamonds, squares, etc.  
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